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Road long in fighting odometer franc
By A1.LIsoN KAPLAN
Daily Herald Slalf Writer

People are willing to pay extra
for the peace of mind that comes
with buying a used car through a
dealer, where cuswmers presumably can be sure of what they are
getting.
But even with a warranty, you
might not know your used car as
well as you think.
A Mount Prospect man recently
won $1.2 million in a civil trial
against two used car dealers who
the man says led him to believe
the 3-year-old Cutlass he purchased for $11,000 had 28,000 miles
and just one previous owner.
Turns out, the car had 99,000
miles and seven prior owners.
,< But if it wasn't for a Tennessee
odometer
fraud investigation
led to the tampered
Oldsmobilethatin
Mount Prospect,
the vehicle
owner, who requested anonymity,
might never have known why his
car had problems from day one.
The Mount Prospect man spent
about $3,000 replacing the fuel
pump, brakes, dashboard lights
and speedometer on his Cutlass,
When the man learned, after his
warranty
expired, that the car
needed engine repairs to stop it
from dying at every red light, he
parked the defective car in the corner of his driveway and chalked it
up to bad luck.
The odometers on as many as
seven in 10 leased cars get rolled
back, according to a U.S. Sena te
report. The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration esti·
mates odometer fraud costs con·
sumers $10 billion each year.
High mileage can reduce the reo
sale value of a car by thousands,
said Sgt. Jim Kazimour, head of
the odometer fraud unit of the Secretary of State Operations Divi·
SiOn.

"Profit margins being what they
are, odometer rollbacks <Ire not
rare," Kazimour said, though
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